The Charter Group

CONSTITUTION
1.
Title

The Group shall be called the Charter Group reflecting the importance attached to the Charter of Fundamental Rights of the European Union. 

2.
Objectives

· To campaign for ratification of the Lisbon Treaty in order to secure the adoption of the Charter of Fundamental Rights in European Union primary law and, as part of the continuing process of building a Social Europe.

· The Group shall also campaign for the full implementation of the Charter of Fundamental Rights in Irish domestic law.
· The Group will promote the benefits for Ireland of European Union membership, and also the Union’s success as a 20th century peace project in bringing peace and democracy throughout the continent of Europe.
3.
Legal Status


The Group will have the status of a Civil Society Organisation or Club under Irish 


law.

4.
Independence


The Group will be an independent Civil Society Organisation.  It will be free to 


co-operate in the forthcoming Referendum campaign with other groups who 


share the same objectives.

5.
Establishment and Control of Charter Group 

The Charter Group will be established at an inaugural meeting at which an Officer Board will be elected of:


Chairperson

Vice – Chairpersons

Secretary / Treasurer

It will be open to the Officer Board to invite persons to become sponsors of the 


Charter Group.
General meetings of the membership will be held from time to time as required.
The Officer Board may co-opt other members to fill any vacancies that arise.

From time to time the Officers may designate a member / members to speak on 

behalf of the group.

6.
Membership

The initiative for the establishment of the Charter Group arises from trade 

unionists, along with citizens who are sympathetic to the Labour Movement and wish to promote the importance of having the Charter of Fundamental Rights enshrined in EU law.

The Charter Group shall be open to any EU citizen or resident who shares the 
aims and values of the Charter.

The Group will be financially independent.  It will be financed by a membership fee of €20 per annum for individuals and will invite donations from Organisations.   It may accept donations in accordance with legal requirements from persons or organisations who support its aims.

7. 
Responsible Person 
The Officer Board will appoint a person from among its members to be the responsible person to ensure compliance with all legal requirements under the Electoral Acts, and for the Standards in Public Office Commission (SIPOC). 

8. 
Campaign  


The Charter Group will campaign for a yes vote in the second Lisbon Referendum 


and will include among its activities:

· Speeches, Presentations and Media Releases to be available on its website and circulated to the media
· Seminars at which the importance of the Charter will be promoted, and the role of the European Union in promoting peace, prosperity and democratic values set out.
· Leaflets explaining and setting out the benefits of the Charter.

· Any other activities that the Committee deem necessary to promote the aims of the Group.  

9.
Bank Account

The Charter Group will open a Bank Account to facilitate its activities and to control the financial affairs of the Group. 

